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Acceding: to Soviet demands to introduce the Blazenov pla.nl into Czechoslovakia, the
Czechoslovak Govevmient: éiginally agréedito . ineball. the. plahi.only insofardasiyard end
terminal facilities were concerned. The Czechoslovak Government assured Soviet
authorities thaet the proposed measures would produce the desired increese of line
facilities as well by one third,

This expectation proved to be erroneous, and in July 1952, the Soviet authorities
once more stressed the necessity that all rall fecilities in Uzechoslovakis be
increased by one third, Gustav Kliment, then Czechoslovek Minister of Heavy
Engineering, protested that the application of the whole Blazenov plan would be
harmful to the delivery of Czech locomotives and mechines to the USSR, because of
the shortage of manpower in Czechoslovekis, These deliveries » for which Kliment was

" held responsible, heve a full priority; he claimed that full application of the

Blazenov Flan would render one or the other impossible,

Seviet pressure finally forced the govermment to yleld, Gottwald decided to have
Kliment, in his capacity of cheirman of the'Centrel Trédé.lnion Couneil (URO), -

" obtain from his successor es Minister of Heavy Engineering, Julius Maurer, gusrentees

thatusge introduction of the Blazenov plan would not interfere with deliveries to
the R,

In order to epply the élazanov plan, Gottwald decided on 1 August 1952 to set up an
independent Ministry of Reilways, seperating 1ts administration from the existing
Ministry of Trensportation, ‘
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